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Britain’s Owls – the different species

	Species of Owl
	Status
	Where are they found?
	Where do they nest?
	Preferred food
	Where do they hunt?

	Barn Owl

(Tyto alba)


	Threatened by habitat loss
	U.K and Southern Europe. Channel Islands
	Barns and buildings, occasionally tree holes, Barn Owl boxes put up by conservationists.
	Mainly feed on Field Voles. Other small mammals.
	Ungrazed fields with tussocky grass

	Tawny Owl

(Strix aluco)
	Common but declining
	Europe, Asia, North Africa and the Middle East.
	Tree hole or old tree nest. Sometimes in ground or in a rabbit hole.
	Small rodents, insects, lizards, frogs, worms, fish, roosting birds.
	Woodland and edges of woodland, large gardens and parks, etc

	Little Owl

(Athene noctua)
	Common but declining


	England and Wales and South East Scotland. (Also throughout Europe and introduced to New Zealand.)
	Tree hole or wall
	Invertebrates, worms, small mammals, small birds
	Parkland, regions with scattered trees. Old farmland with old hedges and trees.

	Long-eared Owl

(Asio otus)
	Status uncertain


	Europe, North America, Middle East, Parts of Africa
	Forest, isolated thickets, woodland/marsh edge. Old nest of another bird. Wicker baskets put up by conservationists!
	Small mammals. Occasional small birds.
	Edges of woodland. Open ground near woodland needed for hunting.

	Short-eared Owl

(Asio flammeus)


	Stable
	Europe, North and South America, Caribbean, Asia.

A nomadic bird
	On the ground on moor lands and marshes.
	Small mammals, (especially short tailed voles) small birds
	Open ground, e.g. open moors, young plantations, grassland and marshes.


