Owls and Geography - Key Stage One.
The following are ideas that can be incorporated into:

QCA Unit 1 Year 1. KS1 Around our school - the local area 

If you do not have a copy of this QCA Module go to: http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/geography/geo1/?view=get
In this QCA unit the children explore and record the features around their school but if you are learning about owls or other wildlife why not put a ‘wild spin’ on things? Here are some ideas and resources to get you started:

Activity One:  Make a ‘wild’ map of the route to school.
Resources:

Blank map template ‘My Journey to School’ (click here)

Map Symbols ideas to cut out (click here)

Introduction:

Tell the children that the idea with this map is not to make a map of houses, roads and buildings but any natural things that they see on their way to school. Discuss some ideas with them, for example they may walk past a big tree or a play park with bushes and grass or perhaps the school grounds have some trees, bushes or flowers? Do they walk past any gardens or parks? 

Main Activity: Using the template ‘My Journey to School’ the children can either use the map symbols provided (or map symbols of your own) to glue onto the sheet or they can draw pictures of their ‘wild’ route to school.

Plenary: Talk about the children’s maps. Are there any features that are more common than others? Perhaps trees are the wild thing most children see or perhaps flowers? 
(Why not show the children aerial views of the school on Google Maps (http://maps.google.com) or similar? This way you can discuss where they may find natural features (i.e. where they can see green) and it is also great fun to see your school from above!)

Activity Two:  Exploring the ‘wild’ places in our area.
Walk the children around the local area to identify the main features and changes that are occurring but looking most carefully for natural or ‘wild’ features. (If this is not practical why not use Google Maps and the Street View facility to explore the local area instead – the children can take it in turns to direct the little man) 

Get the children to photograph or draw natural and unnatural features around the school and find them on a large scale map (or use Google Maps again!) Maybe you can use their pictures to make a natural v unnatural display.
Activity Three: Hidden Owls!

Resources:

Where do we live sheet (click here)

Tell the children that there may be hidden wildlife in the natural ‘wild’ places they have identified. This may be small such as little insects or ‘minibeasts’ or it may be large – depending on your school’s location there may be hedgehogs, foxes, deer, or birds of prey living nearby. If you are very lucky you may have an owl that lives near your school. Have a look at the ‘Where do we live’ sheet and decide which owl is the most likely to live near you. (Tawny Owls are the most common British Owl, however they are not found wild in Ireland)
Activity Four: Plan a ‘Wild’ Walk
Discuss with the children their favourite place seen on the walk and ask them to write about it, explaining what makes a 'nice' or 'nasty' place. Compare your answers and see if the favourite places are the ‘wild’ places.
Divide the children into pairs and ask them to identify a ‘wild’ route around the area that visitors could follow to give them a good idea of the best bits of the area to see nature. 
MORE IDEAS:

Check out the art section for some owl colouring sheets or the maths section for a dot-to-dot using the numbers 1-20.
