Telling people about owls

One of the things the World Owl Trust does is to try and educate people about owls, the problems they face and how people can help them. There are lots of ways that this can be done including giving talks, putting information on the web-site, and making leaflets and posters that tell people about the Trust’s work.

Someone has designed a poster to tell people how to make and manage a meadow to attract Barn Owls. It has all the information on that people need to know. However it is not very eye catching and there are lots of words which can make it hard to read. This is where we need your help! Can you do one or more of the following challenges to make our information more eye-catching?

1) Read the information and write down the key words you think we should use. What are the headings and are there any key sentences?

2) Chose one of the paragraphs. Read it carefully and summarise the most important elements. Can you re-write the paragraph using fewer words?

3) Re-design the poster making sure you have the most important bits on it. You could use some of the pictures below to decorate it, or you could use your own pictures.
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Re-design the poster as a leaflet. Try and use things like bullet points and sub-headings to make the information clearer. What is the most important information that needs to go in the leaflet? Is there any other information that might be helpful to go the leaflet? Where could you find this information? How could you make you leaflet more attractive? Perhaps you can use some of the pictures below or use your own?
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CREATING GRASSLAND HABITATS

Once common in our hay fields and hedge bottoms, many wildflowers are now extremely rare. The trend for growing single plant species and development of vigorous grass species, modern pesticides and fertilisers has all but eliminated many of our native flowers and grasses from agricultural land. With the flowers also go the butterflies, farmland birds, Harvest Mice and Brown Hares; the voles, Hen Harriers, Barn Owls and invertebrates. The introduction of pesticide resistant GM crops could make this problem worse. ‘Weeds’ could be eliminated without damaging crops. The diets of farmland birds such as Skylark and Linnet are made up of over 90% of arable weed seeds over the winter months.

DOWN TO THE GRASS ROOTS: The Short-tailed Field Vole, also known as Microtus agrestis, is one of the most important prey animals in Britain. They are hunted by just about everything from Barn Owls and Kestrels to Foxes, Badgers and even Toads! Field Voles make their runs and nests in tussocky grassland where there are not too many sets of hooves to trample them or to graze the grass very short. Unfortunately for voles, we have lost around 92% of our native grassland areas. Now their main habitat areas are roadside verges.

The World Owl Trust strives to create new habitat areas for voles along field margins and by managing areas as wild flower meadows.

PUT THE COLOUR BACK INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE: The smallest patch of garden can become a haven for wildlife. Gardening for Wildlife isn’t ‘lazy.’ It can be long and hard work. But few could say that it isn’t worth it! Whether your patch is a window box, or a whole farm everyone can make a difference to wildlife. Try and plant nectar and pollen-rich flowers for bees and butterflies. Plants which produce a lot of seed are excellent for Goldfinch, Reed Bunting, Yellow Hammer and others.

MANAGING YOUR MEADOW: Reduce the fertility of the soil. Cut two or three times in the first year. Remove all grass clippings. You should plant Yellow Rattle to reduce the vigour of grasses. Leave a 6m grassy margin in fields; this supports voles, breeding Skylarks, Hares and Grey Partridge. Cut this once every two years. Create a mosaic where possible. Cut some areas in early April and in late July. Cut some in May after the spring flowers have seeded. Set the mower to cut at 10cm high.

Remember that Cornflowers and Poppies will only grow in areas which have been turned over, so they may only appear in the first year unless you manage areas especially for them

Only ever graze lightly, preferably after the main growing season.

Test your soil and plant appropriate species.
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